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An initiative of Pope Francis, the World Meeting of
Popular Movements’ (WMPM) purpose is to create an
“encounter” between Church leadership and
grassroots organizations working to address the
“economy of exclusion and inequality” (Joy of the
Gospel, nos. 53-54) by working for structural changes
that promote social, economic and racial justice.
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the specific role of civil society can be
compared to Charles Péguy's description of
the virtue of hope: a younger sister standing
between two other virtues — faith and charity —
taking them by the hand and pulling them
forward. This is how | would see the role of
civil society: “pulling” the state and the market

forward, so that they can rethink their raison
d'étre and their modus operandi. 3
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Last week, Pope Francis issued his most urgent and sweeping indictment of the structural immorality of the global economy to date. It was
an astounding talk presented in Bolivia before a conference of popular movements. Declaring that “our faith is revolutionary, because our
faith challenges the tyranny of mammon,” the pontiff called upon the lowly, the poor, and the marginalized of the world to mobilize against the
economic system’s “subtle dictatorship.” This dictatorship “at times appears as the anonymous influence of mammon: corporations, loan
agencies, certain ‘free trade’ treaties.” It's a system, the pope insists, that “runs counter to the plan of Jesus.” He called us to rebuke it.
Let us say NO to an economy of exclusion and inequality, where money rules, rather than service. That economy kills. That economy
excludes. That economy destroys Mother Earth. The economy should not be a mechanism for accumulating goods, but rather the proper
administration of our common home. This entails a commitment to care for that home and to the fitting distribution of its goods among all.
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195. The principle of the maximization of profits,
frequently isolated from other considerations,
reflects a misunderstanding of the very concept of
the economy. As long as production is increased,
little concern is given to whether it is at the cost of
future resources or the health of the environment; as
long as the clearing of a forest increases production,
one calculates the losses entailed in the
desertification of the land, the harm done to
biodiversity or the increased pollution. In a word,
businesses profit by calculating and paying only a
fraction of the costs involved. Yet only when “the

no

economic and social costs of using up shared
environmental resources are recognized with
transparency and fully borne by those who incur
them, not by other peoples or future generations”
can those actions be considered ethical.  An
instrumental way of reasoning, which provides a
purely static analysis of realities in the service of
present needs, is at work whether resources are
allocated by the market or by state central planning,
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(*) Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29
June 2009), 50: 445101 (2009), 686.
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JRZE 3 : The Church has no models to present; models that are real and truly effective can only arise within the framework of
different historical situations, through the efforts of all those who responsibly confront concrete problems in all their social,
economic, political and cultural aspects, as these interact with one another. For such a task the Church offers her social teaching
as an indispensable and ideal orientation, a teaching which, as already mentioned, recognizes the positive value of the market
and of enterprise, but which at the same time points out that these need to be oriented towards the common good. This
teaching also recognizes the legitimacy of workers' efforts to obtain full respect for their dignity and to gain broader areas of
participation in the life of industrial enterprises so that, while cooperating with others and under the direction of others, they
can in a certain sense "work for themselves" through the exercise of their intelligence and freedom. 5
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goods (BF) Dfairld X AENS | FRER(CE L. BT, CDfairli 2 HLEL S| 5
BIHE ST DjusticeDEMREICHLTHEXLTHEDELT. ZTOAD
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BIEFIZ, £ O AHhumanity (#1_E AR E) I2H L TH@EEFZactivel
contributed S AJREME &2, AMBEATLFEUDLVTWLVET,

JRZE I : Even prior to the logic of a fair exchange of goods and the forms
of justice appropriate to it, there exists something which is due to man
because he is man, by reason of his lofty dignity. Inseparable from that
required "something" is the possibility to survive and, at the same time, to
make an active contribution to the common good of humanity.
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These are men and women who ére not concerned
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53. And here we are reminded of the confraternities, societies,
and religious orders which have arisen by the Church's
authority and the piety of Christian men. The annals of every
nation down to our own days bear witness to what they have
accomplished for the human race. It is indisputable that on
grounds of reason alone such associations, being perfectly
blameless in their objects, possess the sanction of the law of
nature. In their religious aspect they claim rightly to be
responsible to the Church alone. The rulers of the State
accordingly have no rights over them, nor can they claim any
share in their control; on the contrary, it is the duty of the State
to respect and cherish them, and, if need be, to defend them
from attack. It is notorious that a very different course has
been followed, more especially in our own times. In many
places the State authorities have laid violent hands on these
communities, and committed manifold injustice against them;
it has placed them under control of the civil law, taken away
their rights as corporate bodies, and despoiled them of their
property, in such property the Church had her rights, each
member of the body had his or her rights, and there were also
the rights of those who had founded or endowed these
communities for a definite purpose, and, furthermore, of those
for whose benefit and assistance they had their being.
Therefore We cannot refrain from complaining of such
spoliation as unjust and fraught with evil results; and with all
the more reason do We complain because, at the very time
when the law proclaims that association is free to all, We see
that Catholic societies, however peaceful and useful, are
hampered in every way, whereas the utmost liberty is
conceded to individuals whose purposes are at once hurtful to
religion and dangerous to the commonwealth.

53, COTHGED . HEHEROSTHED pietyCL>THILINIC. societies(F 3
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CA : Capability Approach A CST : Catholic Social Thought

The CA does not offer an agenda for There are certain environmental issues
social transformation. It is an open- where it is not easy to achieve a broad
ended language ‘with various bits to be consensus. Here | would state once more
filled in’ (sen 1993: 48) that the Church does not presume to

settle scientific questions or to replace

CAIX. HEZEREBRLE-LOTESHYFELEA. politics. But | am concerned to encourage

TRRTREBOT ASHRLGRABERICEIT L] an honest and open debate so that
open-ended (BIZHRXMNBEBH) BEBLEDTT, . . . . .
particular interests or ideologies will not

AR#HE : &R T TR REELST —_
R R R R DR T prejudice the common good. (LS 188)

LAEROD—BZERDIZEALVVRERBENTEN
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the Churchld, BIEERMIGHBEZAZRLIZY. BUAR D
ZDLS 188H K4S RDOYEHEDHYTHIENE L DEHFTHHEEN

Gaudete et Exaltate 1D Q/V_G(i(/‘”'til:\\ ?:L\:)Ct'C“To T:f:‘ﬁ-\li‘ {@ R
Jesus wants us to be saints and not to DFEBED LA TAOF—IZL>THEEHIELD

hiZWKSIZF H1=8 Dhonest and openiiitifiz 12
FLESERELATINDDTT , (LS 188) 18

LUF. Augusto Zampini Daviestf# R B & (Z & BB HR -

SHEHLFPEZTVLAHESRBICKEE ORI ELE TV S (LS 20-59) & LS EFDEI| % 'seeing’
T2, COTATTHRREINIZBENIE. [—A—ADFEHrEZDL > TR &, HEICEZTTWL
5L ZEHATEAD EEJUDTI/\E’]@EL%Q:T% . FLTENICOW TR LEBAZERED
FHT & (LS 19), CHOBERDEBDIZLSEEIC=Z=20&REE S, () SREAFETRELbesth
science (%), (i) ffiéé%%f%&@%ﬁﬁ“%ﬂ% IR RPDOEL DRFEEIRER L YME, 7
NHDO% L ATBBBEOHICITSIAI NG WA, HREFPDIHF D ZTEconferencesIC L > TEHEX
nTWa, (i) #hrsRLICE -7 TAEDRE] ORZEL,

#E > TRVEIZL. %/ﬁ‘ﬂ%ﬂ) DDFHETH 5SenDCAICE > T, BICZDBFENLREFZER
ZiB L T, CSTORDIRAFZ M MR 2 Z EAHFTE 5,

The idea of ‘seeing’ the signs of the time and the unprecedented socio-ecological damage in which we live (LS, Chapter 1, 20-59), is proposed
with the aim of becoming ‘painfully aware, to dare to turn what is happening to the world into our own personal suffering and thus to discover
what each of us can do about it’ (LS, 19). For this, LS uses three main sources: (i) the best science available; (ii) the experience of
communities spread throughout the word which are being affected by the socio-ecological crisis, as witnessed by many conferences of
Bishops worldwide, many of which are unusually quoted in the document; and (jii) the eyes of the Gospel of Creation, as revealed by God. We
can, therefore, ask Sen’s CA, as a good research of economic science, to enrich the CST view of the state of affairs, particularly through its
understanding of economics.
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‘It is difficult for us to utter a unified message and to put forward a solution which has universal validity. Such is not our ambition, nor is it our
mission. It is up to the Christian communities to analyse with objectivity the situation which is proper to their own country, to shed on it the
light of the Gospel's unalterable words and for action from the social teaching of the Church.’ (Octogesima Adveniens, 4)

settle for a bland and mediocre existence.
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The work of interpretation is particularly needed as Sen has left the basic structure of the capability approach purposively incomplete ai'lg
ambiguous. As be acknowledges, it is a general approach ‘with Various bits to be filled in’ (Sen 1993: 48).
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If the mere accumulation of goods does not ultimately satisfy persons, it is therefore necessary to develop
a moral understanding of economics (Sollicitudo-Rei-Socialis 1987). Hence Pope Francis (2013) has
challenged the assumption that unimpeded growth leads us directly to human fulfilment. Although some
argue that free trade and the present globalisation system have brought unprecedented material growth
(Friedman 1999), it seems that such abundance is only partial (Sachs 2005, Stiglitz 2013). Indeed, as the
Pope argues, this model of economic growth has impoverished the source of growth altogether, i.e. the
earth and its natural environment on the one hand, and human cohesion -due to extreme inequality- on the
other. For CST, therefore, if an economic model wants to foster actual freedom, then it needs to do so in
connection with justice, without which the wellbeing of peoples is seriously compromised. Yet the Church
is not an expert in economic science, hence the need for allies such as the CA.

Aristotle (Nicomachean Eethics): Economics = h. ends; Wealth = means; How to integrate wealth with other
goals?

Kautilya (Arthasastra), EFz5 L 2 Y 3 A #7751 U4 /(>4 37 Economics = engineering of wealth
production 14



